
Commitment to a School for the
Future

Sponsor a St. Joseph’s Student

Make a pledge to support 
operating costs and pay monthly 
with your desired payment 
method.  This new approach offers 
a steady stream of income and 
enables us to more accurately plan 
our income stream for the entire 
academic year.

NEW OPPORTUNITIES 
New situations call for new solutions and 
opportunities.  We invite you to consider shifting 
your mindset from “supporting” to “investing” to 
signal a more intentional and impactful 
commitment.  These options have the potential to 
make a significant difference and be the change 
that is needed to ensure our school’s ability to 
serve into the future:  

2023

St. Joseph University 
Parish - School - Campus Ministry

Help bridge the gap between 
tuition and the cost of education 
for a student, for the 2023-2024 
school year.
Donors receive updates on their 
student’s progress as well as have 
the opportunity to meet them at a 
thank you reception during the
school year.

Support can be provided at a 
variety of levels, payable over the 
course of 10 months or in one 
payment at the beginning of the 
school year:

Initiator $3000 - payable over 10
months at $300/month 

Motivator $2,000 - payable over
10 months at $200/month

Collaborator $1,000 -  payable
over 10 months at $100/month

716-833-0298

"I love my teacher, Ms. Wilson because 
she does things we've never done 

before. I am really happy to be here!"
Kiran- Grade 2

"I have been at St. Joe's for 4 years. I like 
the challenges I get in math."
Dartwon- Grade 3

"The teachers here help me 'Grow
through what I go through'. They help me
to keep pushing. I hope to graduate from
8th grade here at St. Joe's."
Alaysia- Grade 4

"I've been here my whole life. I love 
playing soccer and basketball for our 

school."
Mykel- Grade 5

"Being at St. Joe's is like being in a 
community were everyone is there for 
each other. We're like a big family."
Jade- Grade 6

"We have so many opportunities here at 
St. Joe's! I love all of the clubs!"

Justyce- Grade 7



An increase in parish Diocesan subsidy:  
Our parish subsidy has almost doubled 
over the past year, straining the parish 
budget and its ability to support the 
school.

Rising costs:  COVID and its ripple 
effects have caused a substantial 
increase in the cost of doing business 
across all sectors and our school is no 
different.

Need for teachers:  Our limited funds 
make it very challenging to attract and 
retain teachers, highlighted by the fact 
that we are not able to compete with 
public school salaries.

Discontinuation of Diocesan funds:  
Funding has been eliminated to both 
parishes who accept non-parishioner 
students from other parishes and to our 
Campus Ministry program.

We are very grateful to you for embracing our school’s 
mission with open arms and very generous hearts, 
making all of this possible.

The majority of our students’ families are at or 
below the poverty line, making them eligible for 
BISON Fund scholarships.  We have the largest 
number of students receiving BISON scholarships 
in all Diocesan Catholic schools.

Here at St. Joe's, we accept every student, 
regardless of their family’s ability to pay, because 
of our parish philosophy that “All Are Welcome” 
and our commitment to social justice.   As Fr. Jack 
often says: “Students aren’t in our school because 
they are Catholic, but because we are Catholic.”  

How many times over the past three years have 
you heard this phrase?  While it is true for so much 
of what has happened during COVID, for our 
school, 2023 is a year unlike any other.

THE REALITY OF THE 
NUMBERS 
• $8,321 - Cost to educate an SJUS student 

• $4,080 - Tuition for families of one student at
the parishioner rate (leaving a $4,241 gap)

• $5,145 - Tuition for one non-parishioner
student (leaving a $3,176 gap)   

• 36% - Percentage of the school’s total budget
that comes from tuition   

• 22% - Percentage of school’s total budget
that comes from the parish subsidy 

• 42% - The balance of the school’s budget
that must come from scholarships, federal
support from mandated services and your
generous support.  

A UNIQUE EXPERIENCE AND 
CRITICAL MISSION
Our school’s philosophy of meeting students 
where they are and providing the support they 
need to be successful enables them to graduate 
to attend the high school of their choice, with 
many of them earning scholarships.  This not only 
sets them up for college and career success but it 
has a positive ripple effect on students’ families 
and communities. 

AN UNPRECEDENTED YEAR

We now find ourselves in a position we have not 
been in before:  on the threshold of facing the very 
difficult question of how long the school can 
realistically continue to operate.  There are several 
new factors that put its future in a very fragile 
position:


